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	Proposals
Under the Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service Integrated Risk Management 5 year plan various proposals were agreed by the Fire Authority.

· Reduce Windsor Fire Station from fully-crewed to a 12 hour between 0800-2000 hrs,

· Upgrade Wokingham Fire Station currently nucleus crewed with 4 personnel with Retained personnel to full night time cover between 2000-0800 hrs,

· Agreed any efficiency savings gained from other strategies used to improve Wokingham emergency cover,

· Transfer of Control Unit currently crewed by Wholetime crews at Windsor to Maidenhead using Retained personnel from Maidenhead and Cookham,

· Closure of Sonning Fire Station then merging of Sonning and Wargrave Retained stations to a new retained station at Twyford,

· Two light ‘off-road’ vehicles into Cookham replace pumping appliance,
· Commencement of trials where Camberley (Surrey FRS) fire appliances are utilised to cover over-the-border areas,


	Royal Berkshire Fire Authority
An extraordinary meeting of the Royal Berkshire Fire Authority was held on 25th July 2007 where the full IRMP proposals were debated.

· An ORS (Opinion Research Services) Consultation report on the IRMP came from  selected focus groups, selected forums and questionnaires - FBU question this highly dubious report without full public consultation,

· Various opposing views against Windsor downgrading were expressed from Housing associations, Parish Councils, Royal Borough Windsor and Maidenhead and the FBU,
· Windsor and Maidenhead members of the RBFA were outvoted,

· A strong voice within the debate was Cllr Jeff Brooks, vice-chair who was absolutely adamant that the Brigade management proposals were right for people of Berkshire and commended the IRMP report to the Fire Authority,
· A request for deferral to look at costings by establishing a Joint Committee and investigate an option to retain a 24 hour service at Windsor and expand the services at Wokingham was defeated.

· Royal Berkshire Fire Authority AGREED the proposals.  
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	1992 saw Windsor Castle up in flames,

Now the Fire Authority have agreed proposals to reduce the cover at the local fire station,

It does seem 1992 is forgotten

	
	

	1987

In a previous Fire cover review in 1987 the Retained units at Windsor and Slough were removed deemed excess to capacity of fire cover in Berkshire. In 1992 the Windsor castle fire was headline news but where were those appliances (lost and forgotten) are similar events going to happen after the decision in 2007?

 

	FBU Campaign
The FBU Windsor Branch led by the Branch representative Mick Rowley has engaged in a tireless campaign against downgrading of Windsor Fire Station. The Berkshire Brigade Committee and the FBU Southern Region fully support the campaign. 
We urge ALL FBU members and members of the public to support the campaign by contacting the website www.windsorfirestation.co.uk and Prime Minister, 10 Downing Street online petition http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/windsor-fire-stn/; and send letters to FBU Rep, Fire Station, St Marks Road, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 3BE



	Support for the Campaign received from;
· Sir Elton John,

· Tony Benn, ex-politician and author,

· Ralf Little, actor,

· Mike Golding, round the world yachtsman and ex-Berkshire Firefighter,

· Adam Afriyie MP, Windsor MP,
· Parish Councillors,

· Windsor and Maidenhead Councillors,

· Members of the Public across Berkshire
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	Mike Golding, round the world yachtman says;
‘As a former Fire-fighter based in Berkshire I spent some time serving at Windsor Fire station, the local area has a unique mix of historic buildings, industry and residential, downgrading fire cover will offer a lower level of safety for these residents of Windsor and the surrounding areas. I can't believe that this is desirable? and I support the team at the station in their efforts to maintain the first class service that only a full time fire crew can give." Mike Golding
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	Royle family support Campaign

Ralf Little visits Windsor fire station,
best known for playing Antony Royle, the son on the series The Royle Family. More recently he has starred in the sitcom Two Pints of Lager and a Packet of Crisps, and Sky One's The Match. He has also appeared in a few films, including 24 Hour Party People and Al's Lads

	Private Eye the Satirical magazine is running articles on the campaign, don’t MISS it!


	SUPPORT THE CAMPAIGN;
· to oppose the downgrading  of Windsor Fire Station to day time cover only;

· by contacting the websites below with messages of support,

· contact the Branch officials with letters of support,

· Windsor Firefighters send a message of support to Cornwall Firefighters in their campaign to keep Falmouth and Camborne Stations 24 hour.
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SUPPORT the campaign by contacting www.windsorfirestation.co.uk and 

10 Downing street online petition http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/windsor-fire-stn/

